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Under the Southern Nevada 
Public Lands Management Act 
(SNPLMA), the city applies for 

money to build parks and trails. The 
latest submittal of projects will have 
a profound and lasting impact on the 
quality of life for Las Vegas citizens for 
decades. The first step in the process 
is a presentation to a subcommittee 

that ranks the projects. Following 
this process, the city scored 10 of 
the top 20 projects. Pending final 
approval from the Secretary of the 
Department of Interior, these 10 
projects will provide the city with $70 
million in funds for the development 
of parks and trails in mature areas 
of the city, rehabilitation of Lorenzi, 
Freedom and Jaycee parks, and four 
pedestrian safety crossings on two of 
the city’s major trail corridors. The 
total budget for all Round 6 projects 
in Clark County is projected to be just 
over $200 million.

Following is a brief summary of the 
projects that were approved:

Freedom Park is a 71-acre park 
that was constructed in 1972. It 
is the largest park within Ward 
3. The special events area will be 
reconfigured to allow new amenities 
to be constructed, such as an in-
ground skate park, walk/jog path, 
shade structures, dog park, public art 

feature, access paths, security lighting 
and additional parking.

The 215 Beltway Trail segments 
project is an inter-jurisdictional 
effort encompassing trail alignments 
within the entire extent of the beltway 
right-of-way. The trail path will 
generally consist of a ten-foot wide 
paved area with amenities to include 
benches, shade structures and water 
fountains.

Pedestrian walks along a portion of trail paralleling the 215-
Beltway.

Southern Nevada Public Lands 
Management Act Round 6 Update
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The Lorenzi Park renovation 
includes, but is not limited to, 
moving/upgrading field lighting on 
the softball fields, reconfiguring and 
expanding basketball courts, special 
events area, playground area and 
parking lots, refurbishing the lake/
irrigation reservoir and installing 
security lighting.

The Jaycee Park renovation includes 
the removal of one baseball field and 
reconfiguration of the existing soccer 
field and softball field to allow both 
venues to be used simultaneously, 
relocation and expansion of 
the parking lot and dog park, 
reconfiguring the walk/jog path, bocce 
and shuffleboard courts, upgrading of 
playground equipment and decking 
and installation of drought tolerant 
landscaping.

The Sandhill/Owens Park and 
Trailhead project will provide for 
acquisition of approximately 4.91 
acres of land for development of a 
neighborhood park and trailhead 
facility. This site is adjacent to a 
4.06-acre parcel owned by the city 
and proposed for SNPLMA Round 
6 funding for development of a park 
and trailhead. Combined, these two 
sites will create an 8.97-acre park and 
trailhead. Situated on the Las Vegas 
Wash Trail, this project is in an area 
identified on the Las Vegas 2020 
Master Plan as critically deficient in 
neighborhood parks.

The Las Vegas Wash Trail Pedestrian 
Bridges project includes construction 
of pedestrian overpasses to allow for 
the uninterrupted flow of pedestrian 
and bicycle movement along the 
Las Vegas Wash recreational trail, 
separate from vehicular traffic. The 
Las Vegas Wash Trail is an existing 
project currently funded through 
SNPLMA.

The Lone Mountain Trail Pedestrian 
Bridges project includes construction 
of grade separation structures, or 
pedestrian bridges, to allow for the 
uninterrupted flow of pedestrian 
and bicycle movement along the 
Lone Mountain transportation 
trail, separate from the vehicular 
traffic. The Lone Mountain Trail is 
an existing project currently funded 
through SNPLMA.

The 8.7-mile Lone Mountain Trail is 
a major link in the emerging regional 
trails system. This project was 
originally approved in Round 3 (2001-
2002). The project is in the 90% design 
phase. However, engineering issues 
have arisen during the design process 
that have necessitated improvements 
not originally considered. This request 
will provide for those improvements 
and allow the trail to achieve its 
desired level of functionality.

The 2.6-mile Las Vegas Wash Trail 
was approved as Round 3 project 
number LV05 and is a major link in 
the emerging regional trails system. 
The trail will serve as the valley-
wide connector to the Las Vegas 
Wetlands Park and the Lake Mead 
National Recreational Area. Issues 
arising during the design process 
have necessitated improvements not 
originally considered. This request 
will provide additional funding for 
those improvements and allow the 
trail to achieve its desired level of 
functionality.

This latest submittal represents 
the sixth round of projects presented 
to the Bureau of Land Management 
for funding. The city has a total of 
18 projects that have been approved 
thus far, bringing $133 million to the 
community for the development of 
parks and trails. All together, the land 
sales under the SNPLMA program have 
generated more than $1.2 billion. The 
money is being spent on acquisition 
of environmentally sensitive lands 
across Nevada; restoration of Lake 
Tahoe; capital improvements at 
Lake Mead, Red Rock National 
Conservation Area and other federal 
areas within Nevada; the building 
of schools; water resources; a multi-
species habitat conservation plan; and 
the development of parks, trails and 
natural areas in Clark County.

A good example of where the recreational trail segment 
is separated from traffic is this new section of the Lone 
Mountain Trail where a pedestrian overpass (shown above) 
was constructed over the 215 Beltway to connect equestrian, 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic with the street level trail path 
(shown below).

Looking southeast down the Cedar Floodway toward what will 
become a connector for the future Sandhill/Owens Trail, and 
ultimately, to the Las Vegas Wash Trail system.

ROUND 6 UPDATE – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Since fall 2004, the city of Las 
Vegas has seen a number 
of new downtown project 

proposals. Currently, the downtown 
and immediate surrounding area has 
approximately 10,000 units in various 
planning stages. Including the 
condominium units proposed outside 
of downtown and those included in 
initial renderings of the Union Park 
development, the city is looking at 
approximately 16,000 potential units. 
Interest has not waned as new projects 
are being submitted on a continual 
basis, and requests for condominium 
related information occur daily.

Information from Clark County has 
also been obtained regarding high-
rise condominium developments, and 
a total unit count of the projects that 
have been submitted so far stands at 
approximately 50,000. This includes 
an estimated 20,000 timeshare/
hotel units. City staff is creating a 
database that will include all high-
rise residential developments, and 
will look to illustrate these projects 
through more use of the existing 3-
D visualization software. As of March 
2005, the highest concentration of 
units occurs in the Sahara Avenue/
Las Vegas Boulevard intersection 
area, with more than 10,000 units of 
various types planned or proposed for 
the area.

Currently, staff produces two maps, 
one showing all residential projects in 
the greater downtown area, and one 
showing all projects in downtown. 
Each one of these maps has a data 
sheet that accompanies it, which 
includes information on the various 
projects. These maps and data sheets 
are available for distribution to the 
public along with the Downtown 
Projects Booklet, which includes 
submitted site renderings of the 
residential projects. It is also available 
free of charge on CD. Maps showing 
the entire valley and the proposed 
high-rise towers should be available 
within 1-2 months.

For more information, contact the 
Comprehensive Planning Division at 
229-6022.

GIS map showing the future downtown residential projects and their locations: http://www.lasvegasnevadanevada.gov/_textFile/5764-5778.htm

Map plotted April 14, 2005

DEVELOPMENT

DOW NTOW N PROJECTS SUMM ARY
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An example of how the required water-smart landscaping can 
be incorporated in the Kyle Canyon Gateway development.

The Las Vegas area faces the 
challenge of an insatiable 
demand for growth, coupled 

with rapidly declining resources and 
strained infrastructure. However, 
through the Kyle Canyon Gateway 
development plan, the city of Las 
Vegas aims to create a model for 
development that would effectively 
extend the window during which 
further growth remains feasible. In 
short, the project is an opportunity 
to move towards a methodology for 
sustainable development.

The city of Las Vegas nominated 
approximately 1,710 acres of land 
located 17 miles north and east of the 
Las Vegas strip, at the junction of U.S. 
95 and Kyle Canyon Road (State Road 
157), for disposal at the February 
2005 Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) land auction. At the auction, 
Focus Property Group purchased 
the Kyle Canyon Gateway (KCG) site 
for $510 million ($187 million more 
than the appraised value established 
by the BLM), which is approximately 

$298,000 per acre. By comparison, 59 
other parcels totaling 571 acres sold at 
the same auction generated $89.965 
million, or about $158,000 an acre. As 
a further comparison, at an auction 
held in June 2004, a 1,940-acre 
parcel located in Henderson sold for 
$557 million, which is approximately 
$287,000 per acre.

As the purchaser of the KCG site, 
Focus Property Group made a down 
payment of 20 percent of the sale 
price, with the full payment to the 
BLM due within 180 days.

The city of Las Vegas has been 
preparing for the sale of the KCG site 
since August 2003. At that time, an 
informational open house was held 
at the Mountain Crest Neighborhood 
Center, where residents and other 
stakeholders discussed plan 
considerations with representatives 
from the city and provided input 
for the project. As a result of this 
meeting, the city of Las Vegas invited 
Rocky Mountain Institute to conduct 
a design charrette with current and 
potential stakeholders of the project 

on November 6 and 7, 2003. The 
participants of the charrette concluded 
that development within the KCG 
area should emphasize concepts 
for a “sustainable community,” 
including an energy master plan, 
adequate infrastructure, site 
planning of housing and commercial 
buildings, green design principles, 
and conservation of land and water 
systems. In response, the staff of 
the Planning and Development 
Department prepared a scoping 
document that detailed the city’s 
vision for Kyle Canyon Gateway, 
with an emphasis on sustainability 
and “green” building concepts. 
Additionally, on December 1, the City 
Council enacted a resolution to provide 
notice of the city’s expectations for 
development within the Kyle Canyon 
Gateway area, including anticipated 
requirements for dedication and 
improvements.

It is the city’s intention that this 
resolution will be implemented 
through the development agreement 
to be executed between the city of Las 
Vegas and Focus Commercial Group.

Current pristine view of the Sheep Mountains from the lower 
Kyle Canyon Road and U.S. 95 area.

Conservation efforts based on existing successes will allow 
for many amenities.

Volunteers help demonstrate pride in community.

SMARTER GROWTH

K Y L E  C A N Y O N
G A T E W A Y
U P D A T E
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An ROI authorizes the applicant to proceed with development 
or use of a property in conformance with specified conditions.

Updated charts and graphs clearly illustrate the new data.

The third quarter of the Las Vegas 
Development Report (LVDR) is 
available and marks its first full 

year with a new layout. Each section 
provides maps and charts breaking 
down location, size and dollar valuation 
of projects in different phases of the 
planning process. The Land Sales 
section shows where in the valley land 
is being bought, as well as the size 
and price per acre. Planned Projects 
provides information about city of Las 

Vegas projects that are currently being 
reviewed. The projects are broken 
down into commercial, residential 
and public categories. Permitted 
Projects depict projects currently 
under construction, broken down by 
council ward and Completed Projects 
has information about projects open 
for business.

Several improvements have 
been made to the LVDR since the 
publication began two years ago. A 

separate category for sales in excess of 
$1 million per acre has been added to 
the Land Sales map, shown by a yellow 
triangle. More mixed-use projects are 
being developed and are shown on 
the Planned Projects Map by a purple 
star.

A new section, Business Licenses, 
shows the type of new businesses 
opening up in the city of Las Vegas. 
The report breaks down a wide range of 
industries into eight categories defined 
by the North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS).

The third quarter report now includes 
a year-to-date summary using all data 
from the previous quarters except the 
Land Sale category, which lags one 
quarter.

To remain up-to-date on our valley’s 
growth and development, the Las Vegas 
Development Report is an excellent 
tool. The report is available in hard 
copy or on a CD at the front counter of 
the Development Services Center, 731 
S. Fourth Street, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
It is also posted on the city’s web site 
at: http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/ _
textfile/5764 _ 5779.htm

Before the City Council adopts 
an ordinance to effectuate 
a rezoning, the members 

must adopt a Resolution of Intent 
(ROI) to reflect their approval of the 
rezoning. Such a Resolution of Intent 
authorizes the applicant to proceed 
with the process to develop and/or 

use the property in conformance 
with the conditions of approval of the 
associated rezoning application, the 
development and design standards 
and procedures of all city departments, 
and all requirements and provisions of 
the city of Las Vegas Municipal Code.

Twice a year, staff of the Planning 
and Development Department review 
all open ROIs to see if any are eligible 
for adoption of a rezoning ordinance 
in which the zoning classification is 
formalized. This review may include 
an examination of aerial photos and 
field checks to determine compliance 
with the conditions, standards 
and requirements as previously 
mentioned.

Those parcels that are determined 
to be in compliance are packaged 
together for consideration at a City 
Council meeting in which the council 
may adopt a rezoning ordinance 
where the zoning classifications of the 
respective parcels are formalized.

NEWS BRIEFS

THE NEW AND IMPROVED
LAS VEGAS DEVELOPMENT REPORT

RESOLUTION OF
INTENT

LONG-RANGE PLANNING
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*   The index is a six month forecast (July, 2005) from the month of the data (January, 2005)
 and four months from the month of the series (March, 2005).
 ** The contribution to the Index is a net-weighted average of each series after adjustment for seasonal variation.

 Leading Economic Indicators For Clark County
"The March Southern Nevada Index of Leading Indicators declined, largely a result of a marked slowdown in 

permitting activity. Still, a one-month shift in the volatile permitting series, however, does not establish a trend. Indeed, 

some cooling in the heated housing market signals a welcomed return to more ordinary conditions. Otherwise, tourism 

generally posted expansion over the previous month and in comparison with year-ago change.

As such, the drop in the forward-looking construction series outweighed near-term tourism indicators. All in all, 

the SNILI continues its upward trend in line with the U.S. outlook."
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Source: city of Las Vegas (including subdivision information)
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Dr. Lois Tarkanian continues to contribute to the community 
through her professionalism, which she brings to her new role 
as councilwoman.

Lois Tarkanian was sworn into 
office as the Las Vegas city 
councilwoman representing 

Ward 1 on February 2, 2005.

Dr. Tarkanian holds a B.A. in 
education, a M.A. in speech pathology, 
and a Ph.D. in leadership and human 
behavior. Prior to serving on the City 
Council, she served for 12 years as a 
member of the Clark County Board of 
School Trustees.

As an educator, she held positions 
as a classroom teacher, a speech 
pathologist, principal, central 
office administrator and Nevada 
Community College and California 
State University instructor. In private 
practice she founded Oralingua, 
the first private day school for deaf 
children in California, and also 
initiated Nevada’s first full inclusion 
program for deaf children in the 
demonstration pre-school at the 
Community College of Southern 
Nevada. She also held national clinical 
certification in speech pathology, 

language, and audiology and did 
clinical work with autistic, deaf and 
aphasic children.

She currently serves as a board 
member for Catholic Charities, Clark 
County Public Education Foundation, 
FACT - Family and Child Treatment 
Center for Abused Children, Help 
Them Walk Again Foundation, Nevada 
PEP, TEACH - Chairwoman of the 
advisory committee for the Teacher 
Education Academy at Clark High 
School, Straight From the Streets, 
and the Oralingua School for the 
Hearing Impaired.

Dr. Tarkanian has received many 
honors including Citizen of the 
Year by FACT, Citizen of the Year by 
Westcare, Friend of Education by the 
Nevada State Education Association, 
Humanitarian of the Year by Catholic 
Community Services, Distinguished 
Woman of Nevada and is a recipient 
of the Nevada Woman Silver Heart 
Award, to name a few.

For more than 30 years Dr. 
Tarkanian has been an advocate for 
the rights and education of children 
with handicaps in Las Vegas. She has 
also worked to improve our public 
schools by focusing on curriculum 
development, technology and foreign 
languages. As a city councilwoman, 
her first order of business is to get 
more people involved in the decision 
making process, to meet the needs 
of her constituents, to set up 
community action committees and to 
focus on safety. Dr. Tarkanian serves 
on the city of Las Vegas Real Estate 
Committee and the Yucca Mountain 
Nuclear Repository Committee.

Dr. Tarkanian has been married to 
former UNLV basketball coach Jerry 
Tarkanian for 48 years. She has four 
children and 10 grandchildren.
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